TO  COLONEL T. A. COWPER            261

(as they had every reason to think themselves warranted 1870
in placing) their principal reliance on the Government;
whose representatives on the Board, themselves high iii
the public service, must, if they did their duty to Govern-
ment even as the largest shareholder in the Bank, take
care that its interests, in common with those of the other
shareholders, should receive ordinary and decent regard
from those to whose charge they were entrusted. The
shareholders would have had no claim to indemnity from
the Government for ordinary losses, or for such as were
occasioned by irresistible circumstances, or even by ordinary
and venial mismanagement. But they have a just claim
in foro conscientice to reparation from the Government
for loss sustained by gross and criminal violation of
duty on the part of its agents. An able speaker in the
House of Commons who was master of the facts, could
make a speech on them which would resound through
the whole country, and which would be damaging to
any Government that resisted the claim.

You are at liberty to make use of this opinion of
mine in any quarter in which you think it would be of
service. If it goes to Mr. Gladstone or the Duke of
Argyll, I would rather it should be as an enclosure in
your letter than directly from myself. But though I
think well of the intentions of both those ministers, I
think them sufficiently like ministers in general to be
much more certainly influenced through the press than
by any representation addressed to themselves. I could
put your pamphlet into the hands of the writers of
several newspapers, and could probably induce them
to pay some attention to the subject. How far they
might be willing to proceed in what might be opposi-
tion to the Government I cannot tell.

There are several courses to choose from, and it is
for you to consider which of them you prefer. One
is to defer any appeal to Parliament or the public until
it is certain that your application to the authorities is
unsuccessful. Another is to endeavour to get a motion
made in the House of Commons. And if this be deter- them, it is certain that the shareholders placedribe the motion, which would be gradually acquiredustice
